
Chris Mullins recently started
working as the new District 6
forester in Hutchinson. Chris
has an MS in Horticulture and
Environmental Education and a
BS in Parks Management and
Wildlife Conservation from
Kansas State University. Chris
has been working for Kansas
State Research and Extension
as the 4-H Program Coordinator
and previously at Fort Riley

directing Custer Hill Youth Center and Morale, Welfare, and
Recreation programs. He has also worked for KFS,
conducting forest inventory and at the Dillon Nature Center.
Through his time at KSRE and growing up in Hutchison, he is
already well-connected in the area. Chris shared, “I am
extremely excited about the opportunity to join the KFS
family. Being able to serve my home town and surrounding

communities is truly a dream come true!” He is an avid
outdoorsman and will make an excellent district forester.

The goal of the rural forestry program is the protection,
management and sustainability of forests, woodlands and
agroforestry resources (windbreaks and riparian forest
buffers) in the rural landscapes of Kansas. This is
accomplished by connecting landowners to professional
foresters to identify land management goals and creating a
management plan to accomplish these goals. There is also
a connection to services offered by the USDA Forest
Stewardship Program, Natural Resource Conservation
Service (NRCS) programs, and KFA services through
education, outreach, and programs.

District Foresters provide service to multiples counties and
must prioritize requests, which can lead to a delay of site
visits up to several weeks. If you have interest in
woodland management opportunities, contact KFS and
your local District Forester.
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Upcoming Events

 November 21– 9:00-3:00 – Kansas Forestry Association Board Meeting– Kansas Department of Wildlife, 

Parks, and Tourism Region 2 Office, Topeka

 December 2 - May 1 – Spring Conservation Seedlings Online at kansasforests.org or call 888.740.8733

 Spring 2020 – Agroforestry Field Day at the Roger Wells Family Farm near Americus, KS – Details coming

 June 16-18, 2020 – Managing Carbon with Healthy Forests and Forest Products in the Southern Great 

Plains Workshop, Wichita – More info at kansasforests.org/CarbonSequestration.html

Kansas Forest Service Welcomes a New District Forester



Agroforestry Award Winners for 2019 and Hosts 
for the 2020 Agroforestry Field Day

The Roger and Nancy Wells Family are the recipients of
the 2019 Kansas Agroforestry Award. A few highlights of
the practices for the award include 18 acres of woodland
management in their most recent plan, streambank
stabilization and riparian buffer plantings, alternative
watering sources for livestock, and additional woodland
and windbreak planting and management. Howard
Freerksen shared, “Roger has been an active manager of
his property to promote conservation practices for his
entire career. Along with his family, he has been
innovative in his approach, serving as a leader and
example to others in the management of his property for
wildlife habitat and overall promotion of environmental
stewardship. These current projects are a continuation of
his life-long work.” The work is evident in the family
legacy found in the people and practices of AnDiShe
Farm. Roger and his family received a plaque, sign, and a
$300 check for this award and will host the 2020
Agroforestry Field Day in the Spring of 2020. Thank you
for your example of conservation and Congratulations.
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2019 Forest Stewardship Landowner of the Year

Jerry and Kathy Botts started working on their tree farm
in the mid 1990s after a few conversations, site visits and
a bet with the local forester. This small farm started with
planting about 1000 black walnut tress in the late 90s and
a companion crop of clover, continued with regular
maintenance by managing weeds, browse, and regular
coppicing, then thinning of hundreds after 10 years, and
culminated by hosting the 2015 Walnut Council Filed Day.
Dave Bruton noted, “This is one of the best black walnut
plantations in northeast Kansas (possibly the state) and
this is attributed completely to Jerry's dedication and
work over the years. It is a good example, showing that
great things can be accomplished on small, irregular
tracts of land that might otherwise not be viewed as
being useful. Without Jerry's interest and vision, I have
no doubt that this property would likely have consisted of
extremely eroded soils surrounded by low quality and
undesired trees.” The award was presented at the Fall
Forestry Field day with a plaque, a sign and a monetary
award. Congratulations Jerry and Kathy and thank you for
your dedication and stewardship.

American Tree Farm System Midwest Regional Manager Visits Kansas
Kayti Brinkman was announced as the new American Forest Foundation Midwest Tree Farm Manger. She is located in
Michigan and served as the Vice Chair of the Michigan committee, as an inspector, and as a consulting forester. Upon
her arrival in this position Kayti shared, “I am excited about the opportunities we have together to strengthen, grow
and increase the impact of the Tree Farm program throughout the Midwest and nationally.” Kayti visited Kansas for
the Fall Forestry Field Day and shared information, direction, ideas, and potential for the ATFS.

Regional managers were added to support state programs, improve
communication and collaboration, and increase tree farm participation
and certification. Through this process, Kansas filled out a self-
evaluation to share our current challenges and create goals for ATFS. As
we move forward with these recommendations, we will work with Kayti
to explore several options to grow ATFS, update land management
plans, and a potential for Regional Certification. This is a positive
direction to address the unique issues we face here in Kansas and the
surrounding region. If you would like to know more or be involved with
the planning, consider attending one of our board meetings with the
next one November 21st at 9:00 in Topeka.
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Attendees Brave the Weather to attend the Fall Forestry Field Day in Manhattan

Even with a rainy morning, around 120 people attended the Fall Forestry Field Day at the Geyer Forestry
Research Site and Pottawatomie State Lake Number 2 in Manhattan. Each year the field day offers the
opportunity for woodland landowners, regional experts, forestry enthusiasts, and those with a general interest
in natural resource management to come together to celebrate successes, learn from one another, collaborate
on potential future ideas, and just enjoy time outdoors with quality people. In addition to the stations below,
participants witnessed a sawmill and biochar demonstration and learned about new programs with the
American Tree Farm System, the new Landscape Scale Forestry grant creating demonstration sites on KDWPT
managed lands, and about services and the role of a District Forester in working a forestry management plan.
One patron shared, “No matter how many field days I attend, I still learn something new every time.” Despite
the early morning weather, the 25th annual event was a great success.

The field day is one of our biggest events of the year and it takes a lot of volunteers and sponsors to make this
event happen. We would like to thank all of those who attended and supported the field day in one of these
capacities. Your KFA membership is also a big part of the event and we are always looking for areas of
improvement and better outreach to meet the needs of our members. The conversations and discussions from
the field day are just the beginning and we hope to continue these throughout the year to better our Kansas
woodlands. Please consider how we can continue to increase member involvement, let us know your forestry
ideas and questions, and share with us how we can better serve you. Contact Shane Neel at shane@ksu.edu
or 785.617.0717 for more information.

Dennis Carlson and Mark Neely of KFS Fire Management
discuss prescribed burning benefits and management
within woodlands. KFS has recently hired 3 additional
District Fire Management Officers in response to current
mitigation needs across Kansas.

Bush Honeysuckle has become a difficult invasive to
control, especially in Eastern Kansas. Ryan Armbrust
Forest Health Forester at KFS shares different sprayer
designs, applications, and uses that are available to
Kansas landowners for controlling invasive species.

At Geyer there are some long-term research projects on
Burr Oak and Walnut Orchards and newer research such as
mushroom logs. Charlie Barden and Jeremy Cowan of K-
State Research and Extension highlight some of the diverse
research currently being conducted at Geyer.

KDWPT biologists Byron Brown and Corey Alderson share
their expertise in managing woodlands and transition zones
for beneficial wildlife habitat. Desired wildlife species and
land goals will help determine appropriate management
practices for each landowner.



www.KSForestryAssociation.org

Visit us online! www.KSForestryAssociation.org

@KSForestryAssociation

@KSForestry

@ksforestry

2610 Claflin Road
Manhattan, KS. 66503
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